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The Australian Association for Social Work and Welfare Education

Calls for 

Nominations for 2010 Awards for Best Educators in
 Social Work, Welfare or Community Development Education





Two awards are available:

1. Best Educator (Academic)
2. Best Educator (Field)


Applications close:  4pm (AEST), 28th of February, 2011

Winners will be announced on the AASWWE website on the 1st of April, 2011.

If you think you know someone who fits the bill, please read on…..



Introduction: Best Educator Awards
 
The mission of the Australian Association for Social Work and Welfare Education is to promote excellence in Australia teaching and learning in the fields of social work, welfare and community development education.   Our Best Educator Awards aim to recognise best educational practice in Australian social work, welfare and community work education.  There are two awards:
1. AASWWE Best Educator Award (Academic) for the best educator in an academic context.
2. AASWWE Best Educator Award (Field Education) for best educator in a field practice context.

The amount for the Award is $1500 for each award and a certificate from the AASWWE.  



Process for submission (both awards)
Applications should include a coversheet and supporting evidence as outlined for each award.  
· Guidelines for Academic Educator Award (see pages 3-4, this document)
· Guidelines for Field Educator Award (see pages 5-7, this document).  

Applications close 4pm (AEST), 28th of February, 2011.

Applications should be submitted electronically or by post (and must be postmarked 28th of February, 2011or earlier) to:

Email 

Jill Wilson: wilsonj@uq.edu.au	

Mail

AASWWE
c/o Jill Wilson
School of Social Work and Human Services,
The University of Queensland,  
ST. LUCIA  QLD. 4072


Assessment process
The applications will be assessed by a panel of three members of AASWWE, including at least two members of the AASWWE executive.  The applications will be assessed against the published criteria.  The awards will be posted on the AASWWE website on the 1st of April 2011.  The decision of the assessment panel is final.



The Best Educator Award (Academic)

This award is for the best educator in an academic context, that is, a university, TAFE or RTO.  We seek to recognise field educators who are: 
· respected by colleagues and the field as competent and committed to excellence in social work practice; 
· are positive educational role models for colleagues and students;
· promote excellence in social work, welfare practice or community development practice.

Candidates for the Award can either self-nominate or be nominated by others. If the candidate is nominated by others, he/she must indicate in the application proposal, that they are willing to accept the award if they are successful.

Essential criteria:
· The applicant OR the person nominating them must be a current financial member of AASWWE or employed within an institution which is a financial member of AASWWE at the time of application;
· Employment in accredited tertiary education institution in Australia (a University or TAFE college or RTO). The candidate must be employed (full-time, part-time or casual) for at least one semester in the year for which they are being considered for the award in an Australian university or TAFE college.  
· The applicant must demonstrate excellence in teaching and learning practice in social work, welfare or community development education.  

It is very important that applications include supporting evidence of excellence in teaching and learning, this evidence could include:

· Endorsements from colleagues;
· Student evaluations (for ethical reasons, we prefer that evaluations do not include students currently being taught or supervised by the applicants);
· Descriptions of teaching innovations currently being implemented. 


Desirable criteria
· Evidence of Scholarship (eg. conference or journal papers or workshops for educators) in social work, welfare or community development education.

Application process
The application should include:
· A statement of at least 500 but not more than 1000 words addressing the criteria (essential). 
· Further attachments of up to a total of 4 pages of evidence of teaching excellence (optional)
· The application coversheet signed by the nominee (essential).


Coversheet
AASWWE Best Educator Award 2010  (Academic)

Name of Nominee___________________________

Name of Person submitting this nomination (if different from Nominee)  
____________________________________________



Nominee declaration:

I _______________________[name] am willing to accept this nomination for Best Educator Award (Academic).  I have read and understood the criteria for the award.  If I am judged to be best the best applicant, I am willing to accept this award.

_______________________ signature ____________ date




Information Attached (please tick as applicable).


___  Applicant Statement (at least 500 but not more than 1000 words)

___  Supporting Evidence (up to 4 pages)

The Best Educator Award (Field Education)

This award is for the best educator in a field education environment.  This award can conferred to a practitioner or a team of practitioners providing field education to social work, welfare work, or community development students. The award recognises excellence in student supervision in a field placement context and the successful nominee(s) must be primarily employed in a human service organisation (not a tertiary education institution).  We seek to recognise field educators who are: 
· respected by colleagues and management as competent and committed to excellence in social work practice; 
· are positive role education and practice models for staff and students and;
· promote social work, welfare practice or community development practice as a professional discipline making a significant contribution to the agency’s work. 

Candidates for the Award can either self-nominate or be nominated by others. If the candidate is nominated by others, they must indicate in the application proposal, that they are willing to accept the award if they are successful.

Criteria
· The applicant OR the person nominating them must be a current financial member of AASWWE or the candidate must provide field education for students whose educational institution is a financial member of AASWWE at the time of application (eg. Practitioners offering field placements for students);
· The applicant can be an individual or a team offering field supervision (only one award will be offered whether to an individual or a team);
· The applicant or applicant team must be primarily employed in a human service organization or community practice role;
· The applicant or applicant team must have been involved in supervising at least one field placement on which their application is based in the previous 18 months; 
· Demonstrated excellence in teaching and learning practice in social work, welfare or community development education.  Possible evidence could include illustrations of effectiveness in supervising and assisting students in field based learning and/or innovations in teaching in a field placement context to broaden the students’ learning experiences;
· Demonstrated role modeling and encouragement of critically reflective and ethical approach to practice;


It is very important that applications include supporting evidence of excellence in teaching and learning, this evidence could include:
· Endorsements from colleagues;
· Student evaluations (for ethical reasons, we prefer that evaluations do not include students currently being taught or supervised by the applicants);
· Descriptions of teaching innovations currently being implemented. 


Application Process (Best Field Educator).
The application should include:
· A statement developed by the applicant of at least 500 but not more than 1000 words outlining evidence of the applicant’s approach to teaching / supervision and evidence of excellence in teaching / supervision practice.  
· Further attachments of up to a total of 4 pages from those wishing to endorse the application.  This could include letters or statements of support from educational staff from the university/ TAFE or RTO for which the applicant has provided a placement; letters or statements of support from previous students supervised by the applicant (for ethical reasons we prefer that students currently supervising the applicant are not asked to provide letters of support);  any other evidence, such as articles in newsletters of excellence in your field education work;
· Endorsement from an educator (such as the director of field education) in the University, TAFE or RTO of the applicant’s nomination.
______________________________________________________________



Application Coversheet on next page

Coversheet
AASWWE Best Educator Award 2010 (Field Education)

Name(s) of Nominee ____________________________________

Person submitting this nomination (if different from the nominee) ____________________________________________________

Nominee declaration:

 I/We_________________________________________[name(s)]
am/ are willing to accept this nomination for Best Educator Award (Field Education).  If  I/ we am/are judged to be best the best applicant(s), I/we am/are willing to accept this award,

__________________signatures ____________ date

Endorsement of Application by Relevant Field Education Unit

I,  Field Education Co-ordinator/ Director/ liaison person, nominate  _____________________________________[names of nominees] has provided field education supervision for students within the last eighteen months in my School/Discipline/Unit.  

My School/Discipline/Unit is a financial member of AASWWE for the 2009-2010 financial year.

_____________________________ Signature 
_____________________________ Please print name
_____________________________ Date

Information Attached (please tick as applicable):


___  Applicant Statement (at least 500 but not more than 1000 words)

___  Supporting Evidence (up to 4 pages)
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